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Counts 10 objects

One-to-one correspondence is the matching of an object to one and only one
number word. It also includes keeping track of objects that have and have not
been counted. When developing one-to-one correspondence, children may point,
touch, or move objects as they count them. Development of one-to-one
correspondence also assists with focusing children’s attention on one attribute of
a set of objects, building the stage for children to eventually focus on multiple
attributes of sets of objects.*

*

ACTIVITY IDEAS

Eggcellent Math
Not sure what to do with your empty egg cartons? You can sanitize the carton and write numbers in the bottom. Have
your child count out the correct amount of cereal or small crackers into each section. Start with numbers one through
five, then continue adding numbers up to 12.

Line Them Up!
Line up objects, such as toy cars or blocks, and have your child touch or move each object as he counts. You may need to
gently guide your child’s hand as he touches and counts, making sure he is connecting one word with one object.

Grocery Math
At the grocery store, have your child count as she places items in a bag, such as apples, oranges, or other fruits and
vegetables.

Count the Trees
While outside, count the number of trees in your yard, mailboxes in your neighborhood, or windows on the front of your
house.

Number Games
Play number games, such as counting the number of steps, the number of cars you see, or the number of items going in
the laundry.

Calendar Counting
Look at a calendar, and determine the number of days until an upcoming event, such as a birthday, vacation, or the
weekend. Point to each calendar square as you count the remaining days.

Izard, V., Streri, A., & Spelke, E. S. (2014). Toward exact number: Young children use one-to-one correspondence to
measure set identity but not numerical equality. Cognitive Psychology, 72, 27-53.
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